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“DllSCARD WILSON AND YOU AND I WILL CONTROL
THE UNITED STATES,” COL. HOUSE TOLD McCOMBS

“INTRIGUER’ ERE
WILSON WON,
LATER BECAME

HIS ‘FLUNKY’

Spurned In His Attempts to Swerve McCombs to
Let Bryan Get Nomination, Housc Went Abroad.
Returned After Baltimore Conventlon—Got
Note from McCombs to Nomince and Ingratiated
Himsclf With Him—After thc Elcction He
Broached Plan to Obtain Power Through Select-

~ Ing Cabinct With McAdoo’s Help.

By WILLIAM F. McCOMBS,

Wilson's Personal Manager and Chairman of the Democratic
National Committee, in His Autobiography, “The
Woodrow Wilson Campaign.”

Edited by louls J. Lang, Editor of the Autoblography of Thomas

Collier Platt.
» Cepyright, 1951, by Corinne Hardy. All rights of reproductien reserved.
! PART VIL
House, “Puny Intriguer” and “Dignified Flunky,”

tries to bargain with McCombs to discard Wilson for Bryan,
and his “We'll Control the United. ' offer is furi-

ously rejected. - Though opposed o Wilson's nomination,
the “Colonel” names four Cabinet Ministers. Fed on Wil

son's passion for greatness and said “Nol” or “Yes!” as
required. kummmmm Mor-
msmmsmmwod. A |
NJEXT "ﬁnpnaamouhemudsuw,xdom
4 ¥ if anyone has been more inquired about as to who
luwu,andwherehomthan(}ol E. M. House, of
Texas. I set down the follmving as the facts as 1
how thm. ; o

Colonel nﬁllo was the son-ol _i_;_ tn
to'.l‘mtonside. He tos - citize:

the purchase of various tragts of lan
House was always a weak man ‘physi

gaged in any apparent ocoupation. He went to Cornell,
but did not finish with his class, which wonld have
been tho Class of "91. ' i

rooom FIRST OAI.I. Ol COL. HOUSE.

He had few associates and wh very reticent, taking
very little interest in the social life of his city. He did,
however, invite the governors and other officials to his
home and the more important professors of the univer-
sity. Nobody ever knew him as being active in any-
thing in Austin, although he looked after his farm and
his tenants. After he returned from Cornell he spent
part of the year in Austin, most of the year in New
York and the rest of the year along the New England
coast. In New York he apent a quiet, studious kind of
life, almost alone.

After we had made arrangements for the Texas cam-
paign in the primaries I was told by Col. T. H. Ball to
see. & Colonel House at the Gotham Hotel, New York
‘Qity. The Texas people who were for Mr. Wilson, and

& who had charge of the orgamization down there, said,

S,

when I asked if they could not produce further funds to
move into some of the other primary States, such as
Kansas, Jowa, Wisconsin and Nebraska, that they had
reached the limit of their contributive power.

They stated, however, that there was a Colonel House
livingltthnﬂdthmwhohndambnhntiulinoome It
LoouldnﬂlthmmthaWﬂmnumhemghtginm
gome money.

At that time I did not know where to turn for
Cleveland H. Dodge had given hjs contributions in lots
of $5,000 each, and only after much persnasion on
my part.

I dropped into the Gotham Hotel one aftermoon in
November, 1911, andm.doknmmynlfuthom
mrdllr Wilson’s campaign.

I found a quiet litt

a bryad forehead And & thin face. He spoke in & par-
tluhrbhwn-hn M-mwddqﬂhn-

e

L.

FA.SCINATING HISTORY

Street contributor. Wilson used Bryan as a pawn at Baitimore conven-
tion to win away Champ Clark's supporters and delegates. Bryan tried

OL. E. M. HOUSE, "Mlmdlm"d
whom McCombs says: ‘‘A practical man would

not keep House about hhnﬂﬂun minutes.’’

other in a cathedral. A number of books lay upon his
table. There were novels, books on current events,
books of essays and books on psychology. Colonel House

presented the appearance of a dilettante, passing his life -

in the calmness of his apartment, not caring anything
about matters of particnlar importance.

When he saluted me he had in his hand a novel. I
sat down and began to discuss Presidential possibilities.
He said he had not thought much about that, but that
from the papers it seemed that Mayor William J. Gay-
nor, of New York, and Jesse I. Grant, of California,
might well 4urn out: to be the candidates for President
and Vice President, respectively. He claimed mo par-

““Ticular enthuginsm about either. Hommodqmteﬁlltng

to pass on to soms other subject.

I, however, having a very practical purpose in mind,
continued to hold him to Woodrow Wilson and the rea-
sons why he should be nominated and could be elected.

The conversation passed off in less than half an hour.
I went away with the impression that I had met a little
man of ill-health, who spent most of his time trying to
oling to life and some of its pleasures, and who was quite
willing to subordinate everything to this. He did not
impress me as a man having any particular notions, and
certainly no executive ability. He seemed to take his
grasp of things merely from current reading.

His views of men were such as ome gained as they
passed by on Fifth avenue. I wertainly concluded that
there was not much in House, but I still had in my
mind that the Wilson campaign was bankrupt.

Once a week, if possible, Governor Wilson would come
to my apartment, the Royalton, in West Forty-foyrth
street, to talk over matters in general. I always made it
a point, in view of his lack of knowledge of men in
public or political life, or men who might be of as-

gistance, to have him meet them there.

TEXAN BLAMED

FOR MANY OF
THE MISTAKES
- WILSON MADE

“You and McAdoo Can Sclect the Cabinet, Except
Onc¢ (Bryan). If We Fix This Thing Up Among
Ourselves, McAdoo, You and I Will Control
United States for Four Years,” the Colonc] In-
formed McCombs, Who Drove Him Away.
Later Events Showed Colonel to Have Power.

Wilson that I would be with him until the end. No
such combination as the colonal( suggested was possible
in the convention.

Senator Culberson was unfortunately a sick man. For -
that reason he was losing his grip on the public. He
came from the wrong State. I felt sure that if Mr.
Bryan had anything in his mind at all about the con-
vention it would be his own candidacy.

“PUNY INTRIGUER,”” REBUFFED, GOES OFF

made a special study of the tariff and that the two
might meet on common ground on that issue, especially
since the gopernor was to make his tariff speech on
January 3, 1912.

The dinner passed off quite ‘pleasantly. There was
general conversation. .Prof. Houston intimated a desire
to discuss tariff. Governor Wilson caromed off the issue.
There was nothing further heard of that. The conver-
sation then resumed comventional lines—Colonel House

not participating. ,

HOUSE OFFERS PLAN TO ““CONTROL U. 8.”

WILSON MEETS HOUSE AND HOUSTON.

" It is to-be understood that Governor Wilwon spent his
life exclusively in an academic atmosphere. I dare say
that even when he went to Washington as President he
did not know seventy-five men in public life. Indeed, I
think this figure is an exaggeration.

The meetings at the Royalton had this advantage:

I could select the men that I knew might be attracted
to him, and those whom I knew would dislike him in-
tensely at once. In the case of the latter, I must confess
that I kept them away from him and drew the picture

During November Governor Wilson was fo be in town.
I asked Colonel House if he would care to meet him.
Mr. House, of course, accepted with pleasure. In a few
minutes he arrived from his hotel. I presented him.
The conversation ran along conventional lines. I did
not touch any subject involving public affairs, much less
the Presidency.

Other gentlemen came who had an appointment, and

~ Colonel House retired.

Late in December, the colonel called up and asked
me if I would care to present an invitation to Governor
Wilson to dine with a Prof. Houston, who had been presi-

with strange, cat-like eyes, “dent of the University at Austin, Texas, but who was

then president of the University of St. Lonis.
lln- House said, incidentally, that Mr. Houston had

I went later to see Colonel House on the very practical
matter of the contribution. He said it could not be done.
He disappeared.

However, during the spring of 1912 I was mwted by
Colonel House to become a week-end guest at Beverly,
Mass. I accepted the invitation and had a vary pleas-
ant “time.

The Texas gitnation was discussed. I told him, to use
a vulgarism, that it was all ‘‘sewed up’’ and that Colonel
Ball, of Austin, had the matter thoroughly in' hand.
The colonel then shid he, too, had been writing some
letters.

I can positively state that Colonel House had nothing
to do with carrying the State of Texas in the primaries
for Woodrow Wilson, except, as he told me himself, he
had written a few letters. I think no responsible persen
who took part in that difficult primary would: controvert
me for an instant. :

But returning to the Beverly week-ends: As I was
getting in my cab to go for my train one day, Colonel
House came out with me. He said:

“YOU ENOW, MR. McOOMBS, THAT WOODROW
WILSON CANNOT BE NOMINATED. I THINK I CAN
DO SOMETHING WITH BRYAN, AND IF YOU WILL
TURN THE PRESENT FOROCES OF WOODROW WIL-
BON TO SENATOR OULBERSON, OF TEXAS, YOU
AND I WILL CONTROL THE UNITED STATES FOR

- THE NEXT FOUR YEARS.”

I tried to be as polite as possible, inasmuch as I was
a departing guest. But I said that I had told Governor
v 3

I left House, feeling that he ‘was a puny intriguer bui

,,Wmﬂhmaawtrwhmntm{htpw

. SR

fg? tl‘& L think when this Beverly
: lﬂy-dinthohghtofmbsaquentm
much ‘may be gauged of what happened in Washington
during Mr. Wilson’s incumbency as President. (&
‘Mr. House took no further interest. I never saw norl
heard of him again until someonme told me that soon
before the Baltimore gonvention he had sailed for. Eu- 'lf

_rope for an indefinite stay.

Let it be said here, and my associates in the Balti-
more convention will bear me out, that House had noth- i
ing whatever to do with that convention or its processés.

On his return, theooloneloamotomemdmdh-
would like a letter from me of presentation to the PM ¢
dential nominee. I wrote one to Governor Wilson. -
confusion of his mail, probably, hemdnoth.naohiu
to answer-it.

Colonel House came to me ten dnyl
perturbed. He dsked if I would give him a
preuntntion,whmhhewonldtakebyhandhﬂg&i;-t._ .
It was a small courtesy. I knew that the governor’s
business was such that he might not be, able to see him
for days. But Colonel House persisted. 1 wrote to the
governor saying that this'letter presented Ooloml'ﬂm,
whom he perhaps remembered as having met at my
apartment, and at ‘dinner at Colonel House’s home in
New York, when Prof. Houston and I were present. ,

A “DIGNIFIED FLUNKY"' AFTER nion‘on g

Colonel House took the letter and expressed m
thanks. I heard nothing of it for some time. I
about the third week before the Presidential ow
closédd that Colonel House was around headqunrtera uﬂ‘y
afternoon, trying to meet everybody, and being
solicitous that I have the pleasure of taking a H&o
threugh the park with hifa. I never did. " '
Inlomewnyorothar,whmhlmnmrhll,l
came suspicious that House was at that time
Ipudnospecinlattenﬁontoltbecanaeloouldnof.
agine that he could be helpful or hurtful to anyone.,
The election took place. ‘I did not see anything m
of Colonel House. Hehndhoonmmlyamlmdnt
to me because I had been in the large business-of puttifig
a Big Operation through. - ol
About December 15, 1912, the President-elect went to
the Waldorf-Astoria prior to sailing for Bermuda. I
called to pay my respects and wish him a pleasant
I found House there, seated with him alone. The
President-elect and I had fifteen or twenty minutes gen-
eral conversation. House sat silently, in a bowed posi-

"




